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MONTEREY

Discover the Charms of California’s Central Coast

McWay Falls in Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park near Big Sur is 

one of Monterey County’s awe-inspiring sights. Top left: Pacific 

Grove Municipal Golf Links. Top right: Wines from the Heart.
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T H E  B E A U T Y
O F  T H I S  P L A C E  I S  T H E

B E A U T Y  O F  T H I S  P L A C E

877 - MONTEREY • WWW.MONTEREYINFO.ORG

BIG SUR | CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA | CARMEL VALLEY | DEL REY OAKS | MARINA | MONTEREY | MOSS LANDING
PEBBLE BEACH | SALINAS | SALINAS VALLEY | SAND CITY | SEASIDE | SOLEDAD

Located on Pebble Beach Company's Del Monte™ Golf
Course and only 5 minutes from downtown, the hotel's newly
renovated lobby provides a distinctive authentic charm while
the restaurant unearths local ingredients that include an
exquisite wine bar and International cheese menu. Unwind in
our  24-hour Hyatt Stay Fit Gym, relax at two of our swim-
ming pools and hot tubs or enjoy convenient bicycle rental
and newly renovated tennis facility with 6 courts within steps
of the hotel.

Come Exper ience  a l l  tha t  Hyat t
Regency  Monte rey  has  to  o f fe r

1 Old Golf Course Road • Monterey, CA 93940

800 233 1234 • www.monterey.hyatt.com

Independently owned and operated by Carol Chorbajian,
a 28+ year veteran of the hospitality industry, CCM&E is
your preferred Destination Management partner serving
all of Monterey County. Carol and her team of seasoned 
professionals can assist with all of your meeting & event
needs including: site selection process, destination man-
agement, meeting and incentive program planning,
transportation & shuttle services, specialized tours,
entertainment, gifts and much more. Attention to detail,
extensive destination knowledge, planning services and
complete support will meet and exceed your expecta-
tions every time! 

831.646.5952
carol@ccm-e.com • www.ccm-e.com

CCM&E Dest ina t ion  Serv ices
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Central Coast locals often refer to Monterey 
County as Steinbeck country, in honor of Nobel and 
Pulitzer prize winner John Steinbeck, who wrote so elo-
quently about the region where he was born and raised. 
Some of his most famous novels, including East of Eden, 
Cannery Row, The Red Pony, and Of Mice and Men, were 
set in Monterey County. Along with creating memorable 
characters, Steinbeck drew on the land that he loved to 
provide the backdrop for his 
literature. A self-taught natural-
ist, he explored the countryside, 
absorbing thousands of details 
about the region.  

Steinbeck country is expan-
sive, stretching through the 
fertile farmlands of the Salinas 
Valley, down the coast from 
Watsonville through the southern end of Big Sur, and 
into the Gabilan Mountains. 

“One of the things that impresses people is how 
he writes about the county,” says Herb Behrens, a 
volunteer archivist at the National Steinbeck Center 
in Salinas. Located downtown, a few blocks from the 
family home where Steinbeck was born in 1902, the 
center opened in 1998. For anyone wishing to explore 
Steinbeck country, it’s a perfect place to begin learn-

ing about the landscape that set the scene for many 
Steinbeck novels.

While Steinbeck took some liberties in describing 
the region, combining elements from different areas to 
create the settings for several novels, some of his works 
describe the streets he walked as a young man. Cannery 
Row and Sweet Thursday, for example, were set along 
the waterfront of Monterey. That area, which Steinbeck 

frequented during the 1930s 
while living in nearby Pacific 
Grove, has developed into a 
major tourist attraction, thanks 
largely to his influence.

Steinbeck also set a good 
portion of his 1952 masterpiece, 
East of Eden, in his hometown of 
Salinas and on his grandfather’s 

ranch in King City. The novel, which Steinbeck wrote 
partly as a family history for his two sons, was originally 
titled Salinas Valley, says Behrens.

“East of Eden is really Steinbeck’s book of the Salinas 
Valley and all the things he remembered and wanted to 
draw on,” says Behrens.

Steinbeck, who died in 1968, was buried in the fam-
ily plot in Salinas, next to his mother, father, sister, and 
uncle. —Terri Morgan

Land Plays Literary Role
Writer John Steinbeck’s world is on display at the National Steinbeck Center in Salinas.

East of Inspiration: Steinbeck’s World

Some of the novels and 
short-story collections 
that feature parts of 
Steinbeck country:
• Cannery Row
• East of Eden
• In Dubious Battle

• The Long Valley
• Of Mice and Men
• The Pastures of Heaven
• The Red Pony
• Sweet Thursday
• To a God Unknown
• Tortilla Flat
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Listen closely in Monterey’s many hotels, 
restaurants, and shops, and you’ll hear a variety of dif-
ferent languages being spoken. This bayfront town has 
been attracting people from around the globe for more 
than four centuries. Explorers and immigrants from 
Spain, Portugal, Japan, China, the Philippines, and 
Italy have contributed to the area’s rich international 
mix—and businesses have responded.

Language Line Services, the Defense Language 
Institute Foreign Language Center, and the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies are three institutions 
that capitalize on the area’s multilingual power.

“Monterey is the language capital of the world,” 
says Dale Hansman, Language Line’s manager of public 
relations. “It’s one of the reasons people come here.”

The company provides over-the-phone interpre-
tative services in more than 170 languages. It was 
founded 25 years ago by a San Jose police officer who 
asked a friend at the Defense Language Institute to 
help police communicate with non-English speakers. 
Today, Language Line has about 2,000 interpreters and 
provides telephone and document translations to more 
than 20,000 business clients. 

The Defense Language Institute began as a Japanese-
language school, established by the U.S. Army during 

World War II. After the war, the school continued, 
with headquarters at the Presidio of Monterey. Today, 
the institute teaches 24 languages to nearly 4,000 mili-
tary students. In addition to intensive language study, 
the institute offers an associate’s degree.

The Monterey Institute, which opened in 1955, 
teaches modern languages within their cultural con-
text. The graduate program serves about 700 students, 
with about one-third coming from outside the U.S. 
Instruction is offered “in any language, at any level, 
at any time,” according to the school, along with 
programs in international business, public administra-
tion, policy studies, and environmental policy.

“The richness of language on the Monterey 
Peninsula adds to the international dimensions of the 
Institute education,” says Monterey Institute President 
Clara Yu.

Even early in its history, business in Monterey was 
done in several languages. Under Mexican control in 
the 1800s, the city was an important trade center. The 
Mexican government opened the Monterey Custom 
House at the foot of Fisherman’s Wharf to tax goods 
heading into of the country. French, British, and 
Russian officials frequently visited the region, which 
served as an economic center. —Terri Morgan

Many Languages, One City
The city’s global heritage comes to life at the Monterey Institute of International Studies.

Insight_multinational.indd   132 2/5/07   1:27:54 PM

ONE OF THE “TOP 10” TRAVEL DESTINATIONS IN THE U.S.
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• World’s finest Cheeses, 300+ selections
• Carmel’s best selections of Wines & Fine Spirits
• Expertise shipping around the World
• Our famous PESTO, featured on

the FOOD NETWORK

(800) 828-WINE
cheeseshopcarmel.com

Come visit us at
CARMEL PLAZA
Ocean & Junipero

THE
CHEESE SHOP

~ CARMEL

Experience the comfort and charm of the Horizon Inn and Ocean View
Lodge. Begin your day with a delicious continental breakfast delivered to
your doorstep. After strolling through beautiful Carmel-by-the-Sea
imagine relaxing on your own private balcony overlooking Carmel Bay
and Point Lobos at sunset.This perfect Carmel retreat awaits your arrival.

(800) 350-7723
horizoninncarmel.com

HORIZON INN
& O CEAN VIEW LOD GE

A delightful combination of elegance, charm and serenity, the Pine Inn is
nestled in the heart of Carmel village and is surrounded by quaint shops,
unique art galleries and wonderful hidden courtyards.The newly renovated
Tally Ho provides incredible ocean views, fireplaces, Jacuzzi tubs, and 42”
plasma TVs. Both hotels feature a full American breakfast buffet Mon-Fri.

(800) 228-3851
pine-inn.com

tallyho-inn.com

& TALLY HO INN

Carmel’s ultimate destination for men and women who are looking for
unique and distinctive luxury fashions. Augustina Leathers represents the
largest selection in North America of Paula Lishman,the original hand knit fur
designer. Augustina also features a remarkable 18k gold and diamond jewelry
collection by Peace & Love, incorporating the iconic heart and peace sign.

(888) LISHMAN
augustinaleathers.com

Ocean Avenue, Carmel-by-the-Sea

ONE OF THE “TOP 10” TRAVEL DESTINATIONS IN THE U.S.

World-renowned for its European charm, beautiful white-sand beaches, performing arts, and hundreds of shops,

galleries, and restaurants, Carmel-by-the-Sea was rated the #6 city in the U.S. by Condé Nast Traveler.*

Visit California’s jewel city for an unforgettable getaway, and save with specials and incentives

on the new Official Travel Site for Carmel-by-the-Sea.

For exclusive offers and online videos, visit CarmelCalifornia.com
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Nature’s Best, Unvarnished
China Cove, on the southern side of Point Lobos, is lined with dramatic cliffs.

Local legend has it that Robert Louis Stevenson 
used Monterey County’s Point Lobos State Reserve as 
the setting for his best-known novel, Treasure Island.
With jagged cliffs, thick forests, and hidden inlets, 
the park seems tailor-made for a gang of pirates, and 
Stevenson did spend a short time in Monterey County 
in 1879 before publishing the adventure novel in serial 
form beginning in 1881. No one can say whether the 
legend is true. But either way, the Scottish writer would 
have been just one of many inspired by this spectacu-
lar headland just south of Carmel, which juts into the 
Pacific between Carmel Bay and Carmel Highlands.

Landscape painter Francis McComas, an Australian 
known for his watercolors who settled in Carmel in 
1912, described Point Lobos as “the greatest meeting 
of land and water in the world.” The rugged shoreline, 
rocky coves, rolling meadows, and tree-studded hills 
provide picture-postcard views in all directions. 

The park is a favorite of both visitors and locals. 
“You just can’t beat Point Lobos,” says Doug Phillips, 
the executive assistant manager at the Monterey Plaza 
Hotel and Spa. “It’s got some of the most beautiful 
scenery, and it’s a great place to take a quick day hike.” 

More than a dozen trails, ranging from a half-mile 
loop to a six-mile perimeter walk, let visitors fully 

appreciate the more than 350 different plants and 
trees—including rare Monterey pines and cypress 
trees—that cover the park. 

Point Lobos is also an animal watcher’s paradise. 
Sparrows, cormorants, and the American black oyster-
catcher nest at Point Lobos year-round. Majestic, 
prehistoric-looking brown pelicans feed offshore in the 
summer, fall, and winter, and great blue herons spend 
the spring months at Point Lobos’ Bluefish Cove. 
Squirrels, rabbits, bobcats, and other animals roam the 
woods and meadows, while the waters host a variety 
of marine mammals. Between December and May, 
California gray whales swim past during their annual 
migration. Sea lions, harbor seals, and southern sea 
otters feed in the waters year-round. The sea lions are so 
abundant that the region’s early Spanish settlers named 
the peninsula the Punta de los Lobos Marinos (“Point of 
the Sea Wolves”).

Designated as the nation’s first marine reserve in 
1960, the park includes nearly 550 acres of land and 
750 underwater acres. Its crystal-clear waters, rocky 
reefs, 70-foot kelp forests, and abundance of marine life 
draw thousands of divers to Point Lobos each year. The 
reserve itself draws about 350,000 visitors each year. 
—Terri Morgan
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