Insight Alexandria

buysiness

The knowledge economy is run on brainpower.

Mayor William D. Euille leads a city
that appeals to business. The U.S. Patent and

Trademark Office (insets) occupies a new campus
in the Eisenhower Valley office district.
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Visit www.OTBPA.com for information

Stroll cobblestone streets
Shop and dine in an authentic historic setting
Enjoy a play or a concert

Even take a walk alongside the Potomac River

This is Old Town Alexandria

Old Town Business & Professional Association

BITTERSWEET ~ [
Catering ~ Café ~ Bakery vy :

25 Years of Excellent Food, Value and Service

: BITTERSWEET
* Freshly made sandwiches, hot entrees and our CATERING ~ CAFE ~ BAKERY
signature Cranlemonade \_ )
* Gorgeous cakes, cupcakes, macaroons, truffles, 4 N
cookies and bar desserts
N |
* On site corporate and full service catering ‘ .

* Nestled in the heart of historic Old Town
Alexandria

J

* Experiencing Alexandria? Experience Bittersweet! \

823 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 « Catering: 703.549.2708 * Cafe: 703.549.1028
www.bittersweetcatering.com
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Torpedo Pactory Art Ceﬁter ¢ The Art League School

on the Waterfront in Historic Old Town Alexandria, Virginia

Creation to Collection

Meet artists in 82 open studios
Browse a diverse collection of artwork in 6 galleries
Enroll in art classes at The Art League School

Corporate Events & Creative Retrea

Rent the Center for 50 to 850 people

Craft Creative Retreats for 10 to 50 people

ALEXANDRIA MAY NOT LOOK LIKE A
government town, but the federal govern-
ment is its biggest employer. The U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office employs
8,000 workers and is growing, When the
patent office announced plans to move
and consolidate its 18 buildings scattered
around nearby Arlington, Virginia, into
one campus, Alexandria officials jumped
at the chance to compete for it.

The city has created a
welcome climate for
employers of all kinds—
lawyers, graphic artists,
Internet companies,

and others—but in the
1980s, it set its sights on
attracting associations.

Insight Alexandria

The city’s second largest “industry” is
association and nonprofit organizations.
This isn’t just happenstance. The city has
created a welcome climate for employers
of all kinds—lawyers, graphic artists,
Internet companies, and others—but in
the 1980s, it set its sights on attracting
associations.

By working with the state, Alexandria
became the first jurisdiction in Virginia
to offer a tax exemption for nonprofit
groups on gross receipts for business-
related revenues, says Stephanie
Landrum, acting executive director of
the Alexandria Economic Development
Partnership. “That was a terrific
incentive.”

Then the city created a Web site to tout
the benefits of moving an association there,
including economic incentives and easy
access to federal agencies on Capitol Hill.

Whether they want to buy or lease
office space, associations and other
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Free & Open Daily
10:00 am—5:00 pm

Short water taxi ride from
Gaylord National Harbor
convention site, opening 2008

Minutes from Reagan National
Airport & Washington, DC

105 North Union Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

an Torpedo
WP factory
ART CENTER

www.torpedofactory.org
703.838.4565
info@torpedofactory.org

theartleague

www.theartleague.org
703.683.1780 x 11

information@theartleague.org
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Insight Alexandria

A Detter raise. A better job. A better life.
A better world. We like the way you're thinking.

With over 10 graduate programs offered right here in Alexandria,
fulfilling your ambition is easier than you think.

703.248.2800 www.nearyou.gwu.edu/alexandria
Alexandria Graduate Education Center 1775-B Duke Street

THE GEORGE
WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY

WASHINGTON DC

www.gwu.edu/gradinfo

GW is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution. 10130

NOVA | Northern Virginia Community College

The Alexandria Campus Offers:

e Qutstanding programs of study that are applicable
towards an Associate of Science Degree,
Associate of Applied Science Degree, and
Career Studies Certificates.

e Thirteen foreign languages from Arabic to Vietnamese.

¢ Online options that allow you to take courses any
place, any time.

e Flexible day, evening, and weekend classes.

With six campuses Northern Virginia Community College
is the largest institution of higher education in the
Commonwealth of Virginia and second largest
community college in the U.S.

ateway to the
American Dream

Northern Virginia Community College
3001 North Beauregard Street
Alexandria, VA 22311

www.nvcc.edu/alexandria

Special Interests

The 430-plus associations that dot the
landscape in Alexandria represent a huge
array of interests and professions. Some
have broad appeal—the United Way of
America, the National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children—and others, such as the
Boat Owners Association of the United
States, the Armed Forces Benefit
Association, and the Society for Human
Resource Management, appeal to specific
interests.

Some of the other organizations that have

set up shop in Alexandria:

¢ American Society of Horticultural Science

* American Trucking Associations

¢ Association of Fundraising Professionals

e International Association of Amusement
Parks and Attractions

¢ International Bottled Water Association

¢ International Sign Association

¢ National Apartment Association

¢ National Association of Elementary School
Principals

¢ National Business Traveler Association

e Society of American Florists

businesses have a range of options, from
one- or two-office suites in historical
townhouses to large, top-of-the-line
buildings with wireless Internet access,
and other amenities, says Landrum.

The city’s campaign for the patent
office included a convenient location in
the Eisenhower Valley area, on 15 acres
near the King Street Metro station. Today,
the buildings provide 2.5 million square
feet of office space. The campus has
elegant architectural touches, such as a
soaring atrium in the main building and a
water sculpture in the plaza that runs
between the buildings.

The efforts to win over the patent
office and associations have been a boon
to Alexandria. Surveys taken from 1996
to 2006 found that the number of
associations in the city has grown from
292 to 432 and the number of em-
ployees working at those organizations
has increased from 7,000 to nearly
11,000.

The patent office has an appealing
demographic, says Mark Jinks, deputy city
manager. Many employees are lawyers,
scientists, and engineers. “You can’t get
more cutting-edge than an organization
that is reviewing the latest submissions
for innovation and technology.”
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