Marian Cowhig Owen

Charlotte, NC | 336-509-9663 | marian@mariancowhigowen.com | linkedin.com/in/mariancowhigowen

Summary of Qualifications

Thorough, efficient writer and editor with a background in journalism and SEO/content marketing.
Significant copy editing and editorial project experience, with a focus on coaching developing writers and
editors. Master’s degree expected December 2025 (English with a concentration in rhetoric/composition).

Professional Highlights
Blue Corona, Charlotte, NC November 2018-June 2022
Content strategist

e Developed SEO-focused web content for 100-120 clients in the home services sector.

e Commissioned freelance writers and published approximately 150 pieces a month in WordPress.

Copy editor
e As company’s inaugural copy editor, developed copy editing structure that reduced client-caught
errors by more than 95%.
e Established and maintained house style guide and coached in-house writers in best practices.
e Edited draft copy and live websites for 200+ clients.

Pace Communications, Greensboro, NC August 2016-June 2018
Senior copy editor
e Edited blog posts, magazines, social media content, marketing materials, thought leadership, and
annual reports for clients in the insurance, travel, and technology/SaaS industries.
e (reated and maintained style guides for several accounts.
e Directly supervised two junior copy editors and managed an eight-person companywide copy
editing team.

Additional Professional Experience
Independent writer and editor
Writer, editor, fact-checker, and proofreader
e (lients included Pace Communications (Verizon Wireless, AAA Living, Walmart World, Four
Seasons Magazine), 3Play Media, 3P Editing, Ethos Creative, and the Catholic News Herald (Diocese
of Charlotte, NC).

ColumbiaSCMomsBlog.com, Columbia, SC
Contributing editor and writer
e Developed editorial plan for locally focused parenting blog; edited the work of eight to 10 writers;
created graphics in Canva to accompany daily blog posts.

Pace Communications, Greensboro, NC
Destination Publishing Group, associate editor
e Planned 20+ editorial city-profile sections for United Hemispheres, Delta Sky, Southwest Spirit, and
US Airways magazines; led editorial planning meetings of 10-20 city leaders; wrote, edited, and
fact-checked copy; commissioned freelance writers; managed departmental intern program.

Wachovia Renaissance, managing editor
e Wrote, edited, and managed copy flow for national bank’s magazine for wealth management clients.

Teradata Magazine, copy chief
e Managed copy flow, edited, and created style guide for data warehousing company's B2B magazine.


mailto:marian@mariancowhigowen.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariancowhigowen/
http://columbiascmomsblog.com/

Verizon Wireless team, consumer writer
o Produced brochures and sales collateral for Verizon Wireless stores.

News & Record, Greensboro, NC
Copy editor/page designer
o  Wrote headlines; edited for content, grammar, and style; designed inside pages and section fronts.

Education
University of North Carolina at Charlotte expected December 2025
e Master of Arts in English with a concentration in composition and rhetoric; expected final GPA: 4.0.
e Significant courses include Rhetorical Theory and Creative Nonfiction.
e Paper produced in Gender, Culture & Technology presented at Southeastern Association of Cultural
Studies conference, February 2025.

University of North Carolina at Charlotte December 2023
e Graduate certificate in technical/professional writing.
e Significant courses include Writing User Documents, Editing with Digital Technologies, and
Writing About Place.

Northwestern University June 1999
e Bachelor of Science in journalism; second major in urban studies; concentration in sociology.

Skills

e Writing
Editing
Copy editing
Proofreading
Associated Press style
Chicago Manual of Style
WordPress
Adobe InDesign/InCopy
Canva
Content marketing
Content management systems
Search engine optimization (SEO)

Professional Affiliations
e ACES: The Society for Editing (formerly American Copy Editors Society)
e Editorial Freelancers Association
e North Carolina Writers' Network

Certifications & Coursework
e Poynter ACES Certificate in Editing
e Toastmasters International: Competent Communicator

Honors & Awards
e James H. McGavran Award for excellence in writing about place, UNC Charlotte, spring 2024
e John McNair Graduate Award in Technical/Professional Writing, UNC Charlotte, spring 2024



